REVIEWS 


to enable him to select those eases in which x-ray therapy or 
examinations are applicable or indicated. For this reason verv 
htt e attention is paid to the details of manipulation of apparatus 
technique, or the phenomena of x-ray production which character- 
I/C those works intended to appeal especially to the specialist in 

sliewTf''' A ™ PR f S are ? cvotcd to 11 *>rief presentation of 
salient facts concerning the production of x-rays and descriptive 

of the apparatus required. Most of the book is given up to the 
diagnos ,e side of x-ray work, and following the chapter cover¬ 
ing each subject arc a number of excellent reproductions from 
radiographs of illustrative cases. Because of the wide scope of 
the subject as a whole and the limited space in the book, some of 
e chapters have had to he very brief, from the standpoint of the 
Rontgenologist, at least, and especially the one dealing with the 
diagnosis of abdominal conditions. However, each subject is 

nractical'lv 'all ' f T *“ i" , “? ,uai,,t r th « general practitioner with 
chanter I v , f,^ ,,I,| ’ l, ™ ,lons of ="">>• diagnosis. The short 
chapter devoted to x-ray therapy can do little more than outline 
the conditions in which this therapeutic agent is applicable, or 
can be used to advantage. jj p 


Die Entsteuung deu Kuiizsiciitigkeit. Von Du. Georg 
Levinsoilv, Pnvat-Dozent fur Augenheilkunde an der Uni- 
' ersitat Berlin. Mit 3 Abbddungen im Text. Pp. SS. Verlag 
von S. Karger, Karlstrasse 15, Berlin, 1912. 

From a critical examination of the views commonly held in 
regard to the cause of myopia, the author concludes that neither 
the accommodative act nor pressure from the external muscles 
in convergence or lateral movements are capable of bringing about 
the changes observed m myopia. Experiments with the maim- 
meter "i animals eyes and the tonometer in the human fail to show 
the slightest change m the tension in all positions of the eyeball 
Moreover, universal experience shows that the effect of increased 

! n ”! ‘ r te , n ? lon 1S productive of changes quite different from 
those observed m myopia. 

in’^r'T makes an f , , ,austive study of the fundus changes 
n mjopia (conus, staphyloma posticum, supertraction, etc.), 
mphasis is laid on the great difficulties and even impossibilitv 
of accounting for the observed anatomical changes by any of the 
common hypotheses. J - lnc 

A really effective hypothesis which shall actually account for 
the genesis of myopia must be based upon some influence which 
comes into play during near work; and as he believes to have 
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demonstrated that no such power can be found in the accommoda¬ 
tion, convergence, or the lateral movements of the eyes, but a 
single factor remains, and one which, strange to say, has been 
almost unnoticed as the determining element. This factor is 
represented by the bending forward of the head and trunk, a factor 
which, he believes, exercises a very important influence upon the 
lengthening of the youthful eyeball. By such bending forward 
of the head, the globe, which is rather securely fixed in all direc¬ 
tions, except from before backward, becomes subject to the influ¬ 
ence of gravity which force necessarily tends to draw the eyeball 
forward and d^ag upon its connection with the optic nerve. 

To demonstrate the effect of the force of gravity in the bending 
forward of the trunk and head the author devised an apparatus 
attached to the bony entrance of the orbit. From the tracings 
found with this it could be readily seen that the eyeball sank down¬ 
ward and forward upon bending the head and trunk and that such 
sinking was exactly proportional to the degree of the inclination of 
the head. The increase in the amount of blood in and especially 
behind the eyeball during such forward movements of the head 
and trunk will also affect the position of the eye to an appreciable 
extent and be an accessory factor in the sinking forward of the 
globe. 

Such, in short, is the hypothesis which Levinsohn sets up for 
the solution of the problem of the genesis of myopia. The fact 
that a new hypothesis seems necessary is sufficient evidence 
that this important question is still .vib judice. Whether the 
new hypothesis is really the long sought for solution remains 
to be seen. T. B. S. 


The Wassermann Reaction-. By Jonx W. Marciiildox, B.S., 

M.D., Assistant Professor of Bacteriology, St. Louis University 

Medical School. 

This new book on the Wassermann reaction by John W. 
Marchildon, covers in detail the methods of preparation of the 
various reagents and the technique of the reaction according to 
Wassermann’s original teaching. 

There are a number of errors in this technique and its inter¬ 
pretation, and a few confusing errors in the printing. 

The book concludes with a brief but clearly written discussion 
of the clinical value of the Wassermann reaction in the various 
stages of syphilis, in parasyphilitic conditions, and in diseases 
other than syphilis, ami the effect of the different forms of anti¬ 
syphilitic treatment on the Wassermann reaction, in which are 
many statements of value to the clinician. J. F. L. 



